But the degree of our knowledge of the cases presented, and the extent and accuracy of our own observations, combined with a just estimate of our own skill in manipulation, must always be our principle de- pendence in arriving at correct conclusions.
There are, however, some considerations outside, so to speak, of the dental school and the text-book, that it may be well for ns to examine. We cannot always adopt that plan which the pathology of the special case seems to indicate, and by pursuing it rigidly do the best thing for our patient.
There we would cite the profession to the wisdom teeth and ask that they take special notice of them. It will generally be found that those that come through the gums with little or no irritation resist decay about as well as any other teeth, especially if brought into active use in mastication ; while those about which there is long-continued irritation are most generally attacked almost as soon as they have taken their places. Simply severe inflammation, ending in separations about the tooth and then ceasing, has no injurious effect. In all cases of filling teeth the object is, or should be, future benefit. The probable results then, of these operations, should be the basis upon which our decision as to its advisability should be founded. In most cases, perhaps, this decision will be based upon the examiation of the particular tooth upon which we propose to operate, and will depend upon the extent of the decay and the condition of its pulp and membranes. Yet in very many eases considerations of other parts must not be disregarded. 
